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The  emergence  of  the  Soviet  Union  as  a  military  superpower 
in  the  twentieth  century  is  an  event  of  epochal  proportions.  The 
Twelfth  Military  History  Symposium  will  examine  how  this  happened' 
by  dealing  with  the  Military  Legacy  of  Imperial  Russia,  the 
Development  of  Soviet  Military  Doctrine,  the  Lessons  of  the  Great 
Patriotic  War,  and  the  Emergence  of  the  Soviet  Union  as  a  World 
Superpower . 

There  are  certain  themes  which  are  constant  across  all  four 
areas:  Russia's  continental  resources,  her  experiences  of  the 
past  as  they  affected  tne  present,  her  well-established  military 
traditions  and  institutions,  the  ever-changing  need  for  reform, 
and  Russia’s  claim  to  great  power  status  in  a  hostile  world. 
Books,  government  documents,  articles,  and  reports  dealing  with 
these  themes  are  present  in  each  of  the  following  divisions.  If 
they  deal  with  more  than  one  historical  period,  they  are 
presented  where  they  first  apply. 

The  following  bibliography  is  divided  according  to  tne 
Symposium's  sessions  in  an  effort  to  help  readers  easily  find 
those  sources  relevant  to  the  area(s)  in  which  they  are  most 
interested . 
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I.  The  Military  Legacy  of  Imperial  Russia  (169**- 1917) 


This  section,  in  particular,  lays  the  foundation  for 
understanding  the  development  of  present-day  Soviet  military 
power.  It  introduces  the  problems  of  the  Russian  physical 
environment,  the  necessity  for  reforms,  the  role  of  the  frontier, 
and  the  basic  question  of  how  Russia  could  attain  and  preserve 
her  great-power  status  in  a  hostile  world.  All  these  themes,  and 
more,  are  the  basis  of  the  Soviet  military  of  today. 
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II.  The  Development  of  Soviet  Military  Doctrine  (1918-1940) 
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XIX.  The  Great  Patriotic  War  <  1 9U 1—  1 9^*5 ) 


For  the  Soviet  regime,  the  Great  Patriotic  War  was  the  test 
of  her  strengths .  Efforts  to  industrialize  r  backwards  economy, 
to  develop  the  proper  theory  and  doctrine  for  sue. ess  in  modern 
war,  and  to  give  her  military  leaders  the  necessary  guidance, 
motivation  and  materials  to  achieve  the  goals  of  tne  Soviet  state 
were  proven  successful  by  the  preservation  of  tr.at  Union,  For 
the  Soviet  Union,  then,  this  war  vindicated  and  legitimized 
Communist  rule. 
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IV.  The  Emergence  of  the  Soviet  Union  as  a  Military  Superpower 

(1946-Present) 

The  Great  Patriotic  War  had  focused  the  efforts  of  the 
Soviet  state  on  a  goal  —  the  defense  of  the  Communist  regime 
born  in  the  revolutionary  days  of  1917.  Although  the  need  to 
preserve  the  Soviet  Union  never  diminished,  the  other  mission  of 
the  Hed  Army,  to  extend  Communist  power,  now  emerged  as  the  top 
priority  of  the  Soviet  state.  Despite  the  absence  of  war,  the 
Soviet  Union  retained  her  concentration  of  resources,  people,  and 
military  might  to  achieve  what  she  still  thinks  is  this  higher 
goal . 
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